The Sovereignty of God

Definition

“The biblical teaching that God is king, supreme ruler, and lawgiver of the entire universe” (Elwell, p.
1131). This is an attribute of God, inherentin God’s being. It is connected to His decree and its
accomplishment (Eph. 1:11) as well as to His omnipotence because nothing is too hard for Him to
do or, thus, to rule over (Jer. 32:17).

Sproul: “Nothing in this world can happen apart from divine sovereignty.” “If God is not sovereign,
Godis not God. It’s that simple...And if the God you believe in is not a sovereign God, then you really
don’t believe in God.”

God is sovereign over:

All things (Psalm 103:19, 1 Chron. 29:11)

The kingdoms of mankind (Dan. 4:17-34; 5:21, 7:14)

The kings and rulers of mankind (1 Tim. 6:15, Rev. 19:16)

The kingdom of Christ which encompasses everything (Matt. 6:13, 1 Cor. 15:28)
Every detail of life (Isa 45:7)

6. The entire program of salvation, including who participates (Matt 28:18, Rom 10:9)
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God’s names reflect this doctrine as well. For example: God Almighty and God Most High, sovereign
LORD, Lord GOD, Master, etc. (Gen. 14:18-20, Gen. 17:1, Exod 6:2, Gen. 15:2, Deut. 3:24; Rev. 1:8,
Luke 2:29, Acts 4:24, 2 Peter 2:1, Jude 4, Rev. 6:10). In several of these texts, Lord is translated from
despot.

Jesus Christ is the human mediator who exercises God’s plenary sovereignty among mankind.
Consider Christ who is the power of God (1 Cor. 1:24, Eph. 1:21, Phil 2:9-11, Rev. 5:12, 12:10).

God’s sovereignty guarantees that whatever He has said will come to pass (John 10:35, Matt. 5:18,
Luke 24:44).

Sovereignty and Human Freedom

The Westminster Confession of faith expresses it helpfully: “God from all eternity did, by the most
wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass:
yet so, as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures,
nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but rather established.”

God’s sovereignty is not a fatalistic or deterministic “force” in the universe. We are not robots, nor
are we puppets on strings attached to heavenly puppeteers. We have a substantial freedom and
moral agency, though not at the level that the sinner wants. Why is this? Because sin is a terrible
slave-master and because we are finite. Salvation solves a good bit of the first problem, making us
more free than we were before (John 8:34-36).



God’s Providence

God’s providence is His activity of sustaining, guiding, and caring for His creation in order to
shepherd it (the inanimate and animate creatures) toward His intended goal or purpose. Itis a
general term that involves God’s sovereignty in carrying out His decree. It is not the same as
sovereignty, butis the carrying out of it. It is the normal activity of God in the management of the
universe. It is non-miraculous in nature. A miracle is a direct intervention of God outside of normal
means. Providence is normal means. Sometimes Christians call the normal mode of God’s
operation by the name general providence, as opposed to special providence when God intervenes
in an extraordinary way.

Application
You can and should trust God with the largest issues and the smallest details of life.

Fear or anxiety or worry indicates a lack of trust in God and His sovereignty. He will work all things
out according to the counsel of His own will, no matter the machinations of people or your efforts
to try to help Him or thwart Him.

Far from a call to passivity, this doctrine calls us to bold action for God. We know that if He has
commanded us to do something for Him, first of all, we must do it because He is the king. Second,
we can be assured of the endeavor’s ultimate utility and success because God has sovereignly
ordained it. Third, even if it seems paradoxical in view of man’s responsibility, we can rest assured
that God has it all figured out. And even if it seems to fail in the near term, faithful obedience to the
sovereign God of the universe is never a failure.

God’s sovereignty is not a license for recklessness. You don’t throw yourself down from the pinnacle
of the temple (Matt. 4:7)!
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