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Text: Various 
Title: What about Tithing and Faith-Promise Giving? 
Truth: Neither tithing nor faith-promise giving is required of the Christian. 
Date/Location: Sunday June 21, 2026 at FBC1 

Introduction 

The question is asked over and over again. Must I tithe, that is, given 
ten percent of my income as an offering to the church? 

The short answer is no; you are not required to tithe. Requiring a 
tithe is based on a high-level misunderstanding of the entire topic. 
But this strikes some who have been taught the tithing principle 
from the Old Testament as if I am a heretic. So, let us dig in and 
understand the matter a bit better. 

I. What was the Tithe? 

A. The word tithe means a tenth. The idea first occurs in Genesis 
14:20 where Abraham gave 10% of the spoils of his battle with the 
Canaanite kings to Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God. 

 The narrative does not give a command that all spoils of war are 
subject to a tithe given to a non-Levitical priest. It is simply 
explaining what happened and is used later to show how great the 
priest Melchizedek was, because even the patriarch Abraham gave 
him a tithe (Hebrews 7:4). 

B. Leviticus 27:30-32 is the next reference to the tithe. The Law from 
God through Moses for Israel required that 10% of the produce of 
the land and of the flock or herd was holy to the Lord. It was to be 
given to the Levites because they did not have any land (Numbers 
18:21, 24). This supported them so that they could serve the Lord 
and teach the people the law of God. 

 Once again, this is not a command to us in the church. It was a 
command to ancient Israel before the cross. Today, the church is 
not under the regime of the Mosaic law. To successfully demand 

 
1 I wrote on this topic in 2017 on the church website. That article is available at 
https://www.fbcaa.org/MattPostiffBlog/2017/07/Thoughts-on-Tithing. These notes are 
an update and expansion of that article. 

https://www.fbcaa.org/MattPostiffBlog/2017/07/Thoughts-on-Tithing
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that you give a tithe to the church, I would have to convince you 
that you are obligated to give 10% to the church because of a 
command to Israel to give 10% to the Levites! It would be like me 
saying, “You have to pay the 20% UK VAT tax whenever you buy 
stuff at the store here in Ann Arbor.” You would respond, “Why do 
I have to pay the UK VAT tax here in the States? I am not under 
their law!” You would be 100% correct. Similarly, you are not 
under the ancient Israelite law, so you need not pay their tithes, or 
eat their restricted diet, or go to their temple, or have a 
priesthood, etc. (Note carefully: This does not mean that nothing in 
the Old Testament is relevant to us. It teaches us principles and 
practices and God’s holiness that we must figure out how to apply 
in a 21st century church context.) 

C. But this is not the only tithe there was. There is a second tithe in 
Deuteronomy 14:22-26 that had some different regulations. 
Specifically, the people could sell that tithe and carry the funds to 
Jerusalem and use the money to spend on various things and the 
offerer would eat a fellowship meal there before the Lord. (Note: 
whether this is an entirely different tithe is doubted by some 
interpreters.) 

D. And then, every third year yet another tithe was to be set aside for 
the Levite and the strange and fatherless and widow within the 
gates. The text indicates that this tithe was stored and distributed 
in each city as benevolence or a social safety net. This makes it 
different than the other two. This is described in Numbers 14:27-
29 and Deuteronomy 26:12-15. Following this command would 
ensure, under the Mosaic law, that the LORD would bless the 
Israelites. 

 I have a question as to the rotational nature of the every-third-year 
tithe. Did it only happen in years divisible by three? Or did some 
Israelites give it some years, and other Israelites give it the second 
year, and the rest on the third year, so that every year there was 
some of this support? The text does not answer that question. 

E. In the end, there were at least two and likely three different tithes, 
for a total of 10% + 10% + 10%/3 = 23.3% on average per year. Or, 
if you prefer, 20% for years one and two, and 30% every third year. 
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F. Note also that these tithes were for not only worship but also 
benevolence support. The tithes were legislated, required by law. 
They were more like taxes than offerings. They function like some 
of our governmentally mandated taxes today, for social safety 
programs for example. This is not anything like what Paul is talking 
about for the support of the poor in Jerusalem. 

G. The Mosaic Law also described voluntary, free-will offerings such 
as for the construction of the tabernacle and temple, as well as 
vow offerings and first-fruit offerings. 

H. All of this seems a bit more complicated than a simple 10% 
calculation. But this complexity is helpful because it causes us to 
pause and realize that the situation was not so simple as standing 
in a church pulpit and demanding 10% of everyone’s income! Or is 
it 23.3%? 

II. Must I give a tithe? No. 

A. Christians are not subject to the tithing laws today. The New 
Testament never legislates 10%. It directs a grace-based approach 
for giving, more like the free-will offerings in the Old Testament 
and not at all like the legally required tithes. 

B. To make a long story short, your offerings should be offered 
willingly, sacrificially, generously, proportionally, and joyously. This 
manner of giving will result in God’s pleasure and a good eternal 
reward. These are the principles Paul teaches in 2 Corinthians 8-9.  

 Your offerings should not be offered under legal requirement or 
grudgingly. If you did give in that way, there would be no eternal 
reward for it. 

C. You might decide that in your budget, 10% works well. But maybe 
9% or 15% or 17% fits better and helps you to accomplish the goals 
for your giving that Paul sets forth in 2 Corinthians. Maybe next 
month it will be 5% because you have a big bill that comes due. 
And the next may be 18% because you have fewer bills. 

D. There are several things concerning giving that are more important 
than talking about percentages.  
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1. First is the matter of financial priorities. Ask yourself: am I 
holding on to my money because of greed, selfishness, fear, 
covetousness, or any other ungodly reason? Am I generous, 
sacrificial, caring, and supportive of God’s work in a practical 
way? Not “talking support” but “walking support”! 

2. Second, are you responsible with money? Are you using it 
wisely, or blowing it on useless, temporal things? Are you 
conservative? Frugal? Wasteful? Do you have any kind of 
budget? Do you ever do without something that you want, or 
even “need”? 

3. Third, are you worshipping God with all that you have, including 
your money? Where your treasure is shows where your heart is. 

III. Does tithing apply to the church? No. 

Some have taught that tithing applies to more than individuals. Does 
it also apply to churches? Should the church give 10% of its 
offerings to missions, for example? 

A. You can reasonably guess that if the tithe does not apply to the 
individual, it definitely does not apply to the church. There is no 
specific instruction in the Bible as to how a church should allocate 
its funds. There are some examples. For one, the Philippian church 
sent offerings to help Paul in his ministry (Philippians 4:16). No 
specifics are mentioned. The Antioch church no doubt assisted 
Paul and Barnabas on their way to their first missionary tour, but 
again no amount is specified. This is left to the wise prudence of 
the assembly as it participates in the Great Commission. 

B. Should the church give a tithe of its offerings to missions? The 
church members could do so if they determine that works well for 
them in their particular situation. But it does not need to do that to 
follow any Biblical command. 

IV. What about Faith Promise Giving? 

A. Faith-promise giving is the practice in some churches in which each 
member makes a pledge that they will give some amount to the 
missions program of the church. “I pledge, based on faith, not the 
finances I already have, that I will give $3000 this year toward the 
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missions program of the church.” This is an annual activity. The 
pledge is given trusting that God will supply the necessary income 
to meet the pledge. 

B. I could not teach this method in good conscience because of 2 
Corinthians 8:12: “it is accepted according to what one has, and 
not according to what he does not have.” You should not promise 
before you have the money. You simply do not know if you will 
have that money to give. You could be injured or lose your job or 
an emergency could arise. Instead, when you receive income, take 
a look at what you have, and give out of that amount. If you 
receive a regular salary, then it is fully acceptable to plan this giving 
in advance using a budget, but you should not pledge or vow to do 
so since you do not know the future. 

 But do not give leftovers to the Lord. Give Him a first priority in 
your budget. 

C. Planning to give or committing to support your church is different 
from faith-promise giving. It is not a vow to give money every 
month into the future. It is a plan to do so, but it can be cut back at 
some point, or increased, or discontinued. I believe that the church 
should make every reasonable effort to only take on missionaries 
that it is committed to supporting and to plan to do so wisely 
within its budget so that it is not a fickle partner. The church must 
give proper attention to the grace of giving and careful budgeting, 
and this will reduce the future possibility of having to drop support 
to a missionary. 

D. Does the type of giving I am advocating include faith at all? Yes. 

 I get the feeling that some people believe if you are not "edgy" 
enough in your budgeting, or if you have a budget, or you do not 
do faith-promise giving, then you are not spiritual and not 
exercising enough faith. My take on that kind of approach is simply 
this: faith does not require foolishness. If you have 10 families in 
your church and you think you can support 10 missionaries and 
your pastor, you have a serious lack of wisdom—not a superb 
amount of faith! 
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 Similarly, if your personal budget is $4000 per month and you want 
to support a missionary for $1000, you likely need to re-evaluate 
the wisdom of that idea. Faith does not put God to the test. If God 
has given you a certain amount of income, be happy and thankful. 
Work hard to use the finances effectively and see more people 
saved who can provide further finances. 

E. So what exactly is the difference between giving in faith versus 
presuming upon God? Faith consists of belief in God and, as a 
corollary, obedience to His Word. It is not defined by how 
outlandish your hopes may be for your budget. Faith is always 
realistic even at the same time that it trusts in God. 

 An individual designs and executes his giving plan in faith when he 
trusts that God will provide his every need and gives in January 
expecting that God will provide the needs in February even though 
he does not have the money in hand yet. You may even have—and 
should if you can—a three or six-month emergency savings 
account in case the Lord has other plans. This is not living outside 
of the realm of faith. It is living with faith that knows sometimes 
God, according to his good providence, permits things to interrupt 
our normal life flow. 

 Similarly, a church designs and executes its budget in faith when 
the leadership and the body trusts that God will provide through 
their own giving and that of friends enough to meet the needs of 
the church in upcoming months. They do not have December's 
money in hand yet, but they plan to keep on going for the Lord and 
continue supporting missionaries and their pastor and other needs 
each month prior to December.  

Conclusion 

Tithing and faith-promise giving are often found together in churches 
that practice this form of giving. I cannot advocate for either 
practice for the reasons given above. What I can get behind 
instead is the “faith principle” where we give as God leads, not in 
response to appeals for money or fund-raising campaigns. God 
knows how much the church needs, and He can lead you to give 
according to the principles we have learned thus far.  MAP 


