Text: Various

Title: When Jesus Came

Truth: Jesus came at just the right time in world history for you.
Date/Location: December 24, 2025 at FBC

Introduction

In the past couple of weeks, we have considered why Jesus came, and
how He came. | want to think about the circumstances surrounding
His coming, both in the world, in our human condition, and in the
realm behind and beyond what we can see with our eyes.

I. When on the Calendar, Matthew 2 and Luke 2

A. The texts give us some markers by which we can narrow down the
year, at least, when Jesus was born. As we said in our previous
message, the exact date is not known.

B. The reigns of various kings and the census event give us an idea:

1. Luke 2:1 Caesar Augustus ruled from 27 B.C. to 14 AD. Rome
began to build a massive road system and aqueducts. This is
before the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius which destroyed Pompeii in
79 A.D. The Romans enacted laws promoting marriage and
family and punishing adultery. Augustus even banished his own
daughter for infidelity. This makes the empire sound more
virtuous than it was. The city was home to between 300,000 to
400,000 slaves, somewhere between 25-40% of its population.

2. Matthew 2:1 Herod the King ruled Palestine from 37 to 4 B.C. He
rebuilt the second temple in grand fashion and expanded the
temple mount to include what we know today as the western
wall. Some scholars have ascertained the date of his death to be
1 B.C. but this is not well accepted. According to the Bible text,
Jesus could not have been born after the death of Herod.
Herod’s advanced age may have primed him for paranoia as he
readied his kingdom for his offspring to succeed him. One
source | found placed Herod’s death in the spring of 4 B.C. which
fits the history of Jesus’s birth perfectly.

3. In Luke 2:1 Caesar called for a census about 6 B.C. This would
take some time to accomplish, so it is reasonable to suppose
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that two years would pass before the Judean portion of the
census was completed. It would be less likely that it took 5 years
until 1 B.C.

4. Quirinius is known to have ruled in Syria around 6 AD, but Luke
says that he was governing—not necessarily or specifically as
governor—in some administrative capacity to run the census in
the region which appears to have happened earlier than 6 AD.

C. Despite the uncertainty, it seems most likely that Jesus was born in
the spring of 4 B.C., then shortly thereafter was whisked away to
Egypt. After a brief time, Herod died, and Jesus’s family returned
to Israel and settled in Nazareth where Joseph and Mary had been
before the trek to Bethlehem.

D. This was such a long time ago that it is hard to wrap our heads
around it. It is hard for us to really imagine what life was like 100
years ago, much less 2,029 years ago. A lot has transpired since
then, and a lot has changed.

Il. When in Terms of the World Behind This World, Rev. 12

A. God through the apostle John writes a symbolic picture for us. We
start with a woman who was pregnant and about to give birth. She
is described with symbols including clothing with the sun, moon
under her feet, a garland of 12 stars. This woman is the subject of
the entire chapter and taken together, it is clear that the woman is
not the church; nor is the woman Mary. The woman represents the
Jewish nation of Israel.

B. The child of Israel is Jesus. You might ask, “How does it make sense
that a nation has a child?” It is symbolic. God speaks of the nation
of Israel having offspring in the Old Testament. Mary acts as a
servant of the nation, bringing forth the Messiah at God’s will so
that Jesus could later say, “Salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22). It
is not of Mary nor is it of the church.

C. What we learn in verse 4 is that Satan tried to “eat” the child, that
is, to kill Him. This represents what was happening behind the
scenes when the Devil—who loves to steal, kill and destroy—and
his demons were busy behind the curtains working on Herod and

trying to arrange everything according to their plan. Eventually
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they did succeed in killing Jesus, using another Herod, and Pilate,
and the Jewish religious and political leadership 33 years later.

D. But their murder did not “hold” because He rose from the dead.
Satan’s attempt amounted to a bruise on His heel. But God’s plan
was to bring Jesus back to Heaven for a time. He could not be
extinguished.

E. The devil is in a battle with the angels, and he was or will be thrown
out of heaven. When the devil could not get at the child, he went
after the woman. And when he could not get at the woman
because God arranged protection for her—Israel, during the
Tribulation—he turn his attention to the rest of her offspring who
follow God and are believers in Christ.

We believe these events are largely yet future, but Satan follows
the same behavior pattern in the ages since Christ’s coming, so we
are not surprised to see severe opposition to the church today
throughout the entire earth. We are also not surprised to see
hatred against Jewish people.

l1l. When in Terms of the Human Condition: Galatians 4:4-5

A. Precise calendar dates in Jesus’s coming matter less than other
factors, like the world’s spiritual condition.

You might remember vividly how you were feeling about things at
some past time in your life, but you cannot remember the date.
That is like this. The conditions of the world at the particular time
that Jesus came were more important than the date on the
calendar.

Galatians 4:4-5 % But when the fullness of the time had come, God
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, >to
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption as sons.

A. The fullness of the time. World history time. Language. Culture.
Political. Religious. Travel. Peace. This is the era when the Roman
Peace began. Divine time.

B. God sent, in accordance with the prophetic plan written centuries
earlier. Some prophecies...Micah 5:2, Isaiah 9:6, 7:14.
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C. The Son of God. What this means is that Jesus is not a half God or
part God or “demigod.” He is fully God, sharing in all His attributes.

D. Born of a woman. The seed of the woman. The virgin birth, with no
father. This way he would be the Son of God, but also the Son of
Man. Both are needed to accomplish redemption (infinite/sinless,
and ability to take the penalty for man, he had to be sufficiently
like us to do so. Animals could not.)

E. Under the law. Jesus was obligated to keep the Law of Moses, like
every other Jewish person of the time. This way He could show His
perfect sinless obedience. This rendered him a perfect substitute.

F. To redeem. The term redeem is the idea of purchasing someone
from slavery or servitude, and in this case something that we could
not do for ourselves. The price we were under is the price of sin,
which is death. So, Jesus took that death upon Himself and paid it.
Picture yourself in that condition.

G. The result is that we can be adopted into God’s family. We are not
naturally born into God’s family; that only happens supernaturally.
When we are born but not in God’s family, we are in the world’s
family, we are in the Devil’s family, so to speak. We have to get out
of that and into the family of God by spiritual adoption.

Jesus redeems and adopts us as we distance ourselves from our
worldly connections and turn to Him in faith.

Conclusion

When did you meet Jesus? Like the hymn “O Little Town of
Bethlehem” says, “O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we
pray; Cast out our sin and enter in; Be born in us today.”

When was He “born in you”? Has there ever been a time that you
acknowledged your sin and believed He is Lord and risen from the
dead, and called upon Him to save your soul?

The powers of darkness want to kill Him from being born in you.

But your human condition is such that you need to be redeemed and
adopted into God’s family. | invite you to join God’s family by faith.
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