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Text: Various 
Title: Wandering in the Wilderness 
Truth: We learn good lessons from Israel’s sojourn in the wilderness. 
Date/Location: Wednesday July 9, 2025 at FBC 

Chapters of the Bible 

Exodus 15-19, 24, 32-34 

Numbers 11-14, 16-17, 20-26, 33. Numbers 22:1 marks the end of 
their wandering and preparation to enter the Promised Land under 
Joshua. 

Deuteronomy 1-3 

I. Major Events 

1. The wilderness journey began with the victory over Egypt at the 
Red Sea, although it was not the “punishment phase” yet. 

2. Moses and Miriam sing praise to God. 

3. Encountered bitter water, complained, God provided a way to 
sweeten the water. 

4. The people hungered, complained, and God provided manna. The 
people kept some of the manna until morning and it was rotten.  

5. The people thirsted, complained, God provided water from a rock. 

6. Defeat the Amalekites. Aaron and Hur held up Moses’s hands. 

7. Moses’s father-in-law Jethro told him to get help for all the work. 

8. Israel receives the Law and confirms that they will do it. 

9. Golden calf idolatrous worship. 

10. Moses makes a second set of tablets for the law. 

11. Leave Sinai in the order prescribed by God (Ex. 33). 

12. Israel complained again and the Lord sent fire through the camp. 

13. Seventy elders to help Moses (Numbers 11:16). 

14. People complained about food, God provided quail for meat. 

15. Aaron and Miriam contend with Moses. 
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16. The spies check out the land but reject it. Now the punishment 
phase of the wilderness journey begins. 

17. God punishes the “bad” spies with a plague that resulted in their 
death. 

18. The people try to go into the land anyway, but the Lord has 
turned from them. 

19. Rebellion of Korah. 

20. People complain again and a plague strikes them. 

21. Aaron’s rod buds. 

22. Miriam dies. 

23. The people complain again because there is no water at Kadesh. 
Moses becomes angry at the people and strikes the rock, not 
honoring God. 

24. Not allowed to pass through Edom. 

25. Aaron dies. 

26. The people complain again, and God sends serpents (Numbers 
21); the bronze serpent on the pole which God later used as a 
likeness to Jesus on the cross. 

27. Occasional moving and re-encamping. 

28. Defeat of Sihon and Og. 

29. Balak and Balaam try to harm the people of Israel, but God 
protects them at first. Remember the story of Balaam’s donkey. 
Then the people fall into sin. 

30. Census of the people (Numbers 26). 

31. Joshua is appointed as the next leader after Moses (Num. 27). 

32. Two and a half tribes settle East of the Jordan River. 

33. Summary of the movement of the people through the wilderness 
(Num 33). 
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34. Preparation to enter the Promised land – conquer inhabitants, 
draw your tribal boundaries, prepare cities for Levites and cities of 
refuge. 

35. Moses forbidden to enter the land. 

II. Why did Israel Wander in the Wilderness? 

God did this to them as a judgment. It was not a nice camping trip.  

In Numbers 13-14 Moses sent spies into the land to scope out what it 
would take to conquer it. The majority of them returned a 
faithless, discouraging report that caused the people to desire to 
disobey God.  

God then told them He would withhold the Promised Land for 40 
years until that generation of faithless people died off and the next 
generation would have the opportunity to enter. 

III. Lessons 

Why do we study these things? Romans 15:4, 1 Cor. 10:6 tell us. 

A. Complaining against God and lacking thanksgiving about His 
provision. Think of all the times God provided for them—water, 
meat, food, and for years. Numbers 14:22 says they tested God 
“ten times.” I think we can find at least ten negative incidents in 
the passages we have referenced. How about us? 

B. Desire for life of the past, wanting to go back to Egypt. Do you 
desire the things of this world more than those of God? 

C. Moses’s difficulty in leading the people. They made it difficult; he 
made it difficult sometimes too. We can do similar. 

D. Not believing God’s promise that He will bring them into the land. 
God was displeased with this unbelief (Heb. 3:19). We too  

E. God punishes such disobedience, and sometimes very severely.  

 In this case, it was a year for every day that the spies went about 
unfaithfully through the Promised land, so 40 days of spying led to 
40 years of wilderness wandering. This length of time permitted all 
that generation above 20 years old to die so that the next 
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generation, the ones they were afraid would be consumed, would 
enter the land themselves. 

 Your disobedience to God could lead to a very long time in a 
“wilderness” period of your life. Please repent now and avoid that 
outcome. 

F. The wilderness as a picture of the Christian’s life in this present 
world. We live in a world that generally is not favorable to the 
things of God. It does not love God or His ways. It rebels against 
God. 

 There is a real sense that Christians do not belong in this version of 
our world. This is not due to a particular disobedience on our part, 
but due to the fact that God has transformed His people so that 
they are not “of” this world. We need to see ourselves as 
foreigners in a foreign land. We await another kingdom. 

G. The manna provision was just enough for the day and rotted by the 
next morning. This reminds us that God provides for today but 
does not necessarily provide ahead of time for tomorrow. He may, 
or He may not. 

H. See how God was patient with the people and graciously helped 
them. He was that kind of God and still is—not just a harsh judge, 
but a gracious Father, a loving provider, a watchful protector. 

Conclusion 

So, what have we learned in this message? First, we reviewed a bit of 
the high-level outline of the wilderness wanderings. Second, we 
pondered some lessons that we can glean from Israel’s failures and 
God’s gracious provision. 
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